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MATTHEW, xxv. 46. 


THESE SHALL CO AWAY INTO EVERLASTING 
PUNISHMENT. 


1 enter on diſputation with re- 
luctance; and diſputation in the pulpit I 
greatly diſlike. But it is thought neceſſary, 
at this time, my brethren, to crave your pa- 
tient and candid attention, to a few obſer- 
vations on the ſubject contained in the 
paſſage I have read; which I ſhall venture 
to lay before you in a manner that more re- 
ſembles the controverſial form, than is uſual 
in thoſe diſcourſes to which you generally 
attend. My preſent deſign is to prove, that 
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* thoſe who depart this life in an uncon- 
verted ſtate, will be ——— miſerable.” 
That ſuch will never be favoured with any 
releaſe or deliverance from the puniſhment 
which they have brought on themſelves by 
their ſins. 

It is not to be diſſembled, that though 
Chriſtians in all ages have generally main- 
tained this as an incontrovertible truth, yet 
there have been a few, particularly in the 
third, in the laſt, and in the preſent century, 
who have called it in queſtion “. How far the 
lacred Scriptures will countenance their ſen- 
timents, is the object of our enquiry in this 
diſcourſe; and muſt be ſubmitted to your 
judgment, when you have conſidered what 
will be ſaid on the ſubject. 

As hfe and immortality are brought to light 
by the goſpel Þ, it is evidently proper and 
requiſite to advert to the New Teſtament 
eſpecially, in order to underſtand the doc- 
trine of a future ſtate, This will be allowed 
on all hands; and therefore needs no proof. 
The heathens, dark and confuſed as they 
were, on every ſacred ſubject, were particu- 
larly dark and conſuſed on this. Moſes and 
the prophets often glanced at this doctrine; 
but they did not proſeſſedly teach it. In the 


* © Quemadmodum autem ante originem orthodox- 
orum patrum nemo æternitatem pænarum in dubium vo- 
cavit, ita ſequentibus etiam ſeculis in eccleſia vix quiſ- 
quam occurrit, qui eam oppugnare auſus fuerit. Lampe. 
a Phil. Theol. Dil. vol. 2. p. 54. 
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New Teſtament it is profeſſedly and clearly 
taught. On this beſt of books, we therefore 
entirely depend, as our ſafeſt guide; and to 
that alone, in our preſent enquiry, we con- 
tine ourſelves. 

It is a maxim from which we can never 
lately depart, that, in order to underſtand 
an author's meaning on any particular ſub- 
ject, we ought to conſult him in thoſe parts 
of his writings, which profeſſedly treat on 
that ſubject; becauſe in thoſe places a good 
writer will expreſs himſelf clearly. He will 
uſe words in their moſt common and ob- 
vious ſignification, and endeavour to convey 
his own conceptions to others as clearly as 
poſſible. His words, therefore, ought to be 
explained by fair and allowed rules of inter- 
pretation. For no writer, in ſuch a caſe, 
would be willing that the native and evident 
ſignification of his words ſhould be ſet aſide 
by the reader; and that his meaning ſhould 
be ſought out by laboured criticiſms and de- 
ductions from other paſſages, where the ſub- 
ect in queſtion was not directly in his view. 
To treat a writer in this manner is to abuſe 
him, as all who are acquainted with men and 
books very well know. 

If the paſſages are many in which an au- 
thor handles any ſubject, or in which he uies 
any particular word or phraſe, the parallel 
places, and the uſe of the ſame words or 


phraſes on other ſubjects, are always conſi- 
dered 
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dered as the chief means of explaining and 


confirming that author's meaning. 
Theſe maxims and rules we apply to the 
preſent enquiry. The New Teſtament is the 
only book in all the world where the doc- 
trine of a future ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments is clearly and fully taught: It is 
there taught profeſſedly, — with all ima- 
inable perſpicuity. The language of that 
ook muſt therefore be deciſive on the doc- 
trine now before us. I think it an indiſ- 
putable fact, that a neglect of theſe plain 
thoughts, has been the chief mean of in- 
troducing into the world, moſt of thoſe er- 
rors, by which it has been, and {till is, filled 
and poiſoned, on this and almoſt every othe 
{ubject relative to religion. | 
On this ground, then, my brethren, we 
proceed. The milery of ſinners in a future 
ſtate, is an important part of the contents 
of the New Teſtament. The duration of 
that miſery is there, profeſſedly and largely 
inculcated. The paſſages are numerous, the 
language is clear, caſy, uniform; and fre- 
quently uſed on other occaſions. We can- 
not, therefore, eaſily miſunderſtand it. 
If there will be a ceſſation of future mi- 
ſery, we mu realonably expect to find it 
written, in ſome paſſage or paſſages, which 
relate to the duration of that miſery. All 
the rules of perſpicuous writing, and all the 


dictates of integrity ſeem to require it. ry 
| leaſt, 
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leaſt, we cannot ſuppoſe that any paſſage 
will clearly aſſert or imply the contrary. If 
> I this. were to be admitted, how could we 
e E vindicate the ſacred writers, or the inſpira- 
$ 


tion of the New.'Leſtament? Now I ven- 
ture to appeal to all mankind, whether there 
be one lingle paſſage in all this bleſſed book, 
- Y which treats, of the ſubjett, in which the 
t limited duration of future milery is clearly 
expreſled, or even clearly implied? And if 
no ſuch paſſage can be found, how can we 
2 admit it as * of ſcripture? 8 i 
. It is natural and neceſſary to enquire, on l 
che other hand, © Are. there any pallages j 
d £ which clearly aſſert, or evidently imply the 
r | endleſs duration of future-milery !” Jo this 
enquiry my text will furniſh a poſitive an- 
e wer. The/e (the wicked) tall go away into 
e I everlifting puniſi ment: I hat the Engliſh word 
s Þ cverlo/ting ſignifies never-endirg, is too well 
f FE known by the weakelt — in this al- 
y ſembly to fland in the leaſt need of proof. 
e Such a plain declaration as this, admitting 
the tranſlation proper, 1s ſufficiently deciſive, i 
- | though we ins not another text in the Bible 
to corroborate the ſolemn truth. If we onl —_ 
i- pay the ſame reſpect to our bleſſed Lord, 
it Which we ſhould pay to any preacher or wri- 
h I ter of known veracity ; ſuch an aflertion will 
have force with us, ſuperior to that of a thou- 
e | ſand inferences and deductions from paſſages 
t | where this ſubject is not directly in the wri- 
t, | ter's view. | 
| But 
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But the duration of future miſery 15 not ex- 
preſſed by this word once or twice only. It 
is repeatedly expreſſed by the words ever/a/t- 
ing and eternal; which, in this connection, are 
fynonymous, and equally convey the idea of 
never-ceaſing. Thus it is called 2 fire, 
everlaſting agęſlruclian, eternal damnation, and eter- 
nal fire*. Is it to be imagined, that theſe ex- 
preſſions would have been ſo often repeated 
y a Teacher, who 1s poſſeſſed of infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs, if he had not intend- 
ed to inform us, in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt 
manner, that the miſeries of the wicked, in 
a future ſtate, will never end? 

Some of you, I know, have lately heard 
objections made to the rranſlation of theſe 
paſſages. You have heard it ſaid, © that the 
original word does not mean ſtrictly eternal, 
nor convey the idea of end/e/s duration.” On 
the truth of this aſſertion very much de- 

ends; and on one ſide, the controverſy is 
decided by it. For if the word rendered 
everlaſting be properly tranſlated, it is im- 
poſſible that any argument whatever ſhould 

rove the future reſtoration of thoſe who 
die in their fins. On the other fide, it is of 
no little confequence; for though the ever- 
laſting duration of future miſery is moſt 
clearly taught in many other parts of Scrip- 


* See Matt. xviii. B. xxv. 41, 46. Mark iii. 29. 2 Theſſ. 
i. 9. Jude 7. 
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ture, yet che paſſages juſt now quoted, if 
juſtly rendered, have certainly great and de- 
ciſive weight in confirmation of that doc- 
trine. But if our tranſlation be wrong, the 


argument on our fide 18 proportionably 


weakened. It is therefore neceſſary to con- 
ſider this matter; with reſpect to which, I 
know that many of my hearers will labour 
under inconvemence. But I will: endeavour 
to conduct this branch of our enquiry as 
much to your advantage as I am able; and 
will try to make the ſubject as plain as I can 
to the weakelt underſtanding. 

Before I directly enter on this part of the 
enquiry, I beg leave to premiſe a few obſer- 
vations, to which I think no conſiderate and 
ſenſible man will object. 

It is certain that the Holy Spirit does in- 
tend in theſe paſſages, to inſtruct us con- 
cerning the duration of future miſery, what- 
ever that duration be, becauſe he makes uſe of 


| —_— which expreſs duration, and nothing 
0 


ſe. The Holy Spirit could undoubtedly 
have uſed language that is ex preſſive of either 
eternal or limited — as he pleaſed.— 
Whatever he intended, he has undoubtedly 
taken the proper meaſures to accompliſh 
that intention. If he intended to expreſs a 
limited duration, he has certainly uſed ſuch 
epithets as do moſt 7 expreſs it. If 
he intended to convey the idea of ende du- 
ration, there is no doubt that his words are 
B adapted 
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adapted to that purpoſe. The great queſtion 
before us therefore is, Whether the word, 
which our 'Tranſlators have rendered ever- 
"laſting and eternal, more naturally convey the 
'1dea of /mted, or of endleſs duration? If the 
former, let it be fairly proved; if the latter, 
it ought to be elindid) allowed. 

If the bleſſed God had intended to have 
conveyed the idea of limited duration, was 
it not ealy for him to do it, by words much 
better adapted to the purpoſe, than the epi- 
thet which we tranflate cena and everlaſl- 
ing? It, on the contrary, our all-wiſe Teach- 
er had dehghed to convey the idea of proper 
erniry;” can we find a more proper Las 
for the purpoſe, than that which he has in 
theſe places uſed? Theſe queries may be 
more-eaſily'anfwered, when we have con- 
ſidered the force,” uſe, and frequent applica- 
tion of this epithet. | 

I venture to add, with regard to the 277 
lalion, is it probable that Te many learned 
men who were engaged in tranſlating the 
New Teſtament, ſhould ſo frequently miſtake 
the meaning of one plain term, which occurs 
ſo often as this word does? The import of 
a term Which ſeldom occurs, the derivation 
of which is doubtful, or which once or twice 
occurs in ſome pecuhar connection, is more 
eaſily miſtaken: But the word now in queſ- 
tion is very frequently uſed; the derivation 
of it is well known ; the conſtruction of the 
Dee ſentences 
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ſentences in which it is uſed, relative to the 
preſent ſubject, is plain, eaſy, and common; 
the meaning of it is confirmed by many other 
paſſages. We have therefore much pfeſumf- 
rive evidence in favour of our tranſlation of 
thele paſlages, 

It deſerves to be further conſidered, that 
this is the ſenſe in which the word has been 
underſtood by the generality of Chriſtian 
writers. The moſt pious, the moſt learned, 
the moſt accurate, the moſt laborious of man- 
kind, have ſo underſtood the word, and be- 
heved the doctrine, which we are now ſup- 
poling to be taught by it. All men, in all 
ages, and in all countries, very few except- 
ed, have thus tranſlated, and underſtood the 
word; and have maintained the dottrine for 
which I here contend. This will not be de- 
med by any who ar acquainted with the 
hiſtory of Chriſtianity. 

Now is it natural, is it reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that all mankind, almoſt without ex- 
ception, ſhould be miſtaken in a plain word, 
which occurs ſo frequently? Can it be ſup- 
poſed that all men, of all parties, of all de- 
ſcriptions men who have fudied the Scrip- 
tures with the utmoſt care, who have read the 
originals over and over, who have examined 
every word in them, who have ſpent their 
lives in this arduous employ ; can it be ſup- 
poſed that all theſe men {ſhould be miſtaken 


reſpecting the fignification of a plain word 
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which occurs ſo often, and is connected with 
ſubjects of ſo great and ſolemn importance? 

Nor can we aſcribe this remarkable uni- 
formity of ſentiment, and harmony of inter. 
pretation, to the propenſities of fallen na- 
ture, as hath been lately inſinuated. The 
few perſons who have 4 ht proper, on 
this head, to contradict all the Chriſtian 
world, have not given any ſubſtantial proof, 
whatever they pretend, that they really love 
mankind, or partake of the Spirit of God 
more than many others, who are contrary 
minded. No one who is acquainted with the 
ſpirit and power of religion will believe that 
che inſinuated boaſtings and pretenſions of 
lome of them, are ſolid evidences of it ; but 
rather the contrary. For, not he that com 
mendeth himſelf is approved, but whom the Lore 
commendeth. . 

Theſe things premiſed, let us appeal to 
fact; and examine what evidence we have 
that our tranſlation is right, and that the 
doctrine for which I here contend, is the 
doctrine of the New Teſtament.---We ap- 
peal to lexicographers and critics in gene- 
ral, to the uſe and evident ſignification of 
the ſame word in other paſſages; to ſome 
paſſages which aſſiſt us in the explanation of 
it; and to other Scriptures, which in diffe- 
rent language, evidently, and abundantly 
confirm 525 octrine. | 


I. That critics and lexicographers in gene- 
| | ral, 
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ral, even the beſt and ableſt of them, agree in 


favour of our tranſlation of the word in queſ- 
tion, cannot be diſputed by any who are ca- 
pable of conſulting them. They unite in 
aſſerting, that the word from whence auiog 
is derived, ſignifies aways exz/ting ; and that, 
although the epithet has ſometimes a limited 
meaning, ariſing from the ſubject to which it 
is prefixed ; yet where the ſubject requires no 
ſuch limitation, the deſign of it is to expreſs 
a proper never- ending duration; and eſpeci- 
ally that this is the general ſignification of it 


in the New Teſtament*. For the proof of 


which we appeal, 

II. To other paſſages where the ſame word 
is uſed, and where the ſignification of it can- 
not well be miſtaken. Ithink it cannot be fairly 


* aiwns, Alernus, ſempiternus, perennis. From aw, 
{of a and v) always exiſting. See all the Lexicographers 
and Critics. But I think none have explained the word 
with more preciſion than Stockius and Parkhurſt. 

If I am not miſtaken, the word aww, occurs ſeventy 
times in the Greek Teſtament. I put down the places, 
that the Engliſh reader may conſult the meaning of them 
for himſelf. Matt. xvii. 8. xx. 16, 29. xxv. 41, 46. 
Mark iii. 29. x. 17, 30. Luke x. 25. xvi. g. xvii. 18, go, 
John iii. 15, 16, 36. iv. 14, 36. v. 24, 29. vi. 27, 40, 47, 
54, 68. x. 28. xt. 25, 50. xvii. 2. 3. Acts xiii. 46, 48. 
Rom. ii. 7. v. 21. vi. 22, 29. xvi. 25, 26. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 
18. v. 1. Gal. vi. 8. 2 Theſſ. i. 9. ii. 16. 1 Tim. i. 16. 
vi. 12, 16, 19. 2 Tim. 1. 9. ii. 10. Tit. i. 2. twice. iii. 7. 
Philem. 15. Heb. v. 9. vi. 2. ix. 12, 14, 15. xiii. 20. 
1 Pet. v. 10, 2 Pet. i. 11. 1 John 1. 2. ii. 25. iii. 15. 
v. 11, 13, 20. Jude 7, 21. Rev. xiv. 6. 


proved 
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proved that the duration intended by it is ne- 
ceſſarily a Himited duration in any one place. 
- That it generally ſignifies never-ending du- 
ration throughout the New Teſtament 1s too 
plain to admit of the leaſt diſpute. 
This is the ſame word, by which the Eter- 
nity, or everlaſting exiſtence of the bleſſed 
God is expreſled ; and by which, everla/tin 
honour and power are aſcribed to him. It 
is very frequently uſed to expreſs the dura- 
tion of heavenly _— The eternal weight 
of glory reſerved for ſuffering ſaints; the 
houle not made with hands ezerna/ in the 
Heavens; everla//ing conſolation; eternal ſal- 


vation; eternal judgment; eternal redempti- | 


on; the eternal ſpirit; the eternal mheritance ; 
the everlaſting covenant, and ſo on“. In all 
theſe different connections the ſame word is 
uſed, by which the duration of future pu. 
niſhment is expreſſed: and in all of them it 
would be, manifeſtly abſurd to limit the du- 
ration intended by it. Now can any thing 
be more natural, or more reaſonable than 
to underſtand it in the ſame unlimited ſenſe, 
when it is applied, as it frequently is, to 
the future miſery of the wicked? 

It is the part of fidelity, brethren, to men- 
tion thoſe few places, in which, if any where, 


o 


* Rom. xvi. 26. 2 Cot. iv. 17. v. 1. 2 Thell. ii. 16. 

1 Tun. vi. 16. Heb. v. 9. vi. 2. ix. 12, 14, 15. Xii. 20, 
&c. 5 

there 
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chere may appear a {light ground of heſita- 


tion. That there ſhould be a few ſuch 
places, 1s lo far from being wonderful, that 
it is rather matter of wonder to find no 
more of them. Perhaps few epithets can 
be mentioned, ſo frequently Lg in ſo ma- 
ny different connections, prefixed to ſo many 
different ſubjects, and yet applied ſo exactly 
in the ſame ſignification. This circumſtance 
muſt be a very confirming evidence to every 
attentive mind in favour of the doctrine 
which I am now endeavouring to eſtabliſh. 

The only paſſages on which any objection 
can fairly be made, ſo ſar as I can judge, 
are the five following, Rom. xvi. 25. 2 Tim. 
i. 9. Tit. i. 2. Philemon 15. Jude 7. The 
irit three refer to p duration; = there- 
fore cannot be conſidered as directly in 
point. As to thoſe, whatever difficulty there 
may be in giving an exact tranſlation of the 
Greek words, in ſo peculiar a connection, I 
think they evidently relate to a ſtate prior 
to our world, and to all the revolutions of 
time which are known among mortals. 

In the firſt, the apoſtie ſpeaks of a myſte- 
ry, now revealed, which had been kept ſe- 
cret from eternal times; or, as we en it, 
fince the coorld beganx. It was never made 

| | manifeſt 


* Rom. Xvi. 25. xpovoi; awnog, Stnce the world began. In 
ancient times, ſays Dr. Doddridge. A temporibus Fternis. 
Beza. Temporibus Aternis. Vulgate. q. d. Non ef 
novum inventum, ſed ab æterno excogitatum a Deo; & 
in ipſo reſervatum atque abſconſum.“ Toletus, apud Polum 

in 


C 16 
manifeſt to men, before it was laid open in 
the miniſtry of the goſpel; but was reſerved 
as a ſecret in the divine mind from eternity, 
Now I think no fair argument can be dedu- 
ced from hence, to prove that the word in 
diſpute, denotes even in this place, a Intec 
duration. 5 

The two other paſſages of this kind are 
2 Tim. i. 9. and Tit. i. 2. In both which is 
the Greek word now under conſideration; 
and in both which we render the expreſſion, 
before the world began. This rendering is not 
indeed quite literal; but it clearly conveys 
the apoſtle's idea to the mind of 4 reader. 
Whether we abide by our own tranſlation, 
or render the phraſe, as ſome others have 
done, from eternal ages; I cannot fee how 
either of theſe paſſages can be adduced as 
an inſtance of the limited ſenſe of the Greek 
word, ſo frequently tranſlated ever/a/ting and 
eternal, throughout the new teſtament. | 

Beſides the three paſſages now mentioned, 
which refer to pa/? duration, there are two 


in Loc. Qui ante mundum conditum ſemper duravit. 
Eternus.“ Schwarz in voce an *Notantur tempor 
primo ſui initio Æternitalem quaſi præviam attingentia, 
& ei quaſi immixta” &c. Bengelius in Loc. 

* 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i. 2. Tpo Xpovwy arwwviyy From eternal 
Ages. Dr. Doddridge. Ante tempora feculorum. Beza. 
Ante tempora ſeculorum. i. e. ab æterno. Non ante plurima 
tantum, {ed ante omnia tempora factum elit illud propoſitum 
Ephes. i. 4. Wolfius in Loc. Ante hæc tempora 
annuis folis converſionibus circumſcripta. Schwarz in 


Voce. See Beza's notes on both paſſages. 
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others in which we have the ſame Greek 
word: They are Philemon 15, and Jude 7. 
On the former you will pleaſe to obſerve, 
that Oneſimus, Philemon's ſervant, had rob- 
bed his maſter, and having fled to Rome, 
was converted by the apoltle's miniſtry, and 
by him, ſent to Philemon, with the fine epiſ- 
tle inſcribed to that eminent man. To him 
Paul ſays, Perhaps he, therefore, departed 
for a ſeaſon, that thou ſhouldſt receive him 
for ever, not as a ſervant but a brother be- 
loved.“ It is evident, that as the apoſtle 
does not here ſpeak of Oneſimus returning to 
Philemon as a /ervarnt, but as a brother, the 
words for ever may be juſtly underſtood as 
denoting that ſatisfaction which Philemon 
would have in the enjoyment of his fugitive 
llave, made happy widh himſelf eternally in the 
regions of glory“. 

As to the ſeventh verſe of the Epiſtle of 
Jude, the laſt paſſage now in queſtion, whe- 
ther we underſtand the eternal fire there men- 
tioned, as reſpecting the torments endured 
by the wicked inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrha, or the burning of the cities as an 
emblem of hell- fire, it will, I think, leave the 
meaning of the word tranſlated ezernal to be 
determined by other ſcriptures, where the 
duration intended by it cannot well be miſun- 
derſtood. It is undemably capable of a fair 


* . 


and the Critics in Poole's Synopſis in Loc. 
| C explication, 


* See Parkhurſt on the word 40g, Doddridge in Loc. 
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explication. if the word be underſtood in the 
ann ſenſe, for which I now plead“. 
On the whole, it is evident to me that 
there is not one ſingle paſſage in all the New 
Teſtament, in which the Greek word ren- 
dered cverlaſting in our text can be proved 
neceſſarily to ſignify leſs than mover-ending ; 
and that this is generally the ſignification of 
it in that bleſſed book, Which. is the invariable 
ſtandard of divine truth, is clear beyond all 
controverlyT. 5 TON | 

Ro a il Now 


See Doddridge and Whitby on Jude 7, and Parkhuvft' 
on the word ain. 3 | 
+ © The rule of underſtanding words is this,” ſays Mr, 
W ——. Dial. p. 9, what 2 be the meaning of the 
word in many places, and what may be the meaning of it in 
all, is the true ſenſe ot the ſame.” 1 oo 
Admitted. Will Mr. W. then, or will any unbiaſſed 
interpreter ſay, that wn muſt denote a limited duration iii 
many places, and may denote a limited duration in al! 
places of the New Teſtament? Will not any candid man 
lay, on the other hand, that the, word may in all places, 
apg muſt in many places, ſignify everlaſting or never- 

ending ? h oC ens aſks 
1 have no inclination to offend, nor do I think it any 


juſt cauſe of offence, if I'obſerve, that tiere is ſomething 


very extraordinary in theſe gentlemen. They are not ſa- 
tished with the common tranſlation, eternal and everlaſting ; 
and yet they cannot give any other. They therefore 
change the Englith word into Greek, with an Engliſh ter- 
mination ; and call it azonzon puniſhment. If they would 
be umform, and thus change the word in all paſſages, where 
it is uſed; we ſhould then => aionion God, atonzon glory, 
atomon lite, and ſo on. Were all parties, who are reduced 
to ſimilar difficulties, to take the ſame method, and to 


change into Hebrew and Greek in the Engliſh form, ſuch 
| | | words 


IR. ok 


Now I leave you, brethren, to conſider 
whether 1t be not very dangerous in a caſe of 
ſuch importance, to plead for a doctrine 
which requires ſo * an interpretation 
of a word fo frequently uſed by the ſacred 
writers on the ſubject; an interpretation ſo 
different from the obvious fignification of it 
throughout the New Teſtament; the only 
book in which we can, with ſatety, ſearch for 
clear and full inſtruction reſpecting the fu- 
ture ſtate of man. 

I do not, however, mean to reſt the matter 
on this branch of the argument only, how- 
ever concluſive. Much more can yet be ſaid 
to prove, that the future puniſhment of thoſe 
who die in their fins will be everlaſting. I 
therefore appeal, 

III. To thoſe paſſages of ſcripture by 
which we are aſſured that this puniſhment 
wall be for ever and ever. The ſmoke of their 
torment, we are told, a/cendeth up for ever and 
ever; and they are tormented day and night for 
ever and ever“. I believe it will be granted 
by men of underſtanding, that no language 
with which we are acquainted, can be more 
full and expreſſive; and this remarkable 


words and phraſes as do not ſuit their reſpective ſchemes, 
what a ſingular Engliſh Bible ſhould we have! If the 
New Teſtament writers do not mean everla/{zng and eternal 
by the word awnes, it is in vain to think of underſtanding 
what an author means by what he ſays. 
* Rev. xiv. 11—X1X, 13—XX. 10. 


phraſe 
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1 
phraſe is common in the New Teſtament“, 
fo that we cannot eaſily miſunderſtand it. 


The reader may conſult the following ſcriptures. Gal. 
v. 5— Phil. iv. 20—l. Tim. i. 17—II. Tim. iv. 18 —Heb. 


1, 8—x111, 21—1, Pet. iv, 11—v, 11—Rev. i. 6, 18—av. 9, aq 
10—v. 13, 14—vii. 12—x. 6—xi, 15—xiv. 11—XxV. 7— 7 
xix. g- xx. io-xxii. 5—In all which places we have the t. 
Greek Phraſe sie Tove awe; Tu aww, The ſame phraſe by { 
which the future miſery of the wicked is expreſſed. Only 0 
Heb. 1. 8. is in the ſingular, and Rev. xiv. 11. is without 
the articles. Perhaps no expreſſion can more clearly ſig is 
nify proper eternity. * 
When we want to be at the ju/? import of a word, the t 
way 18 not (as ſome novices do) to fathom the ſound, and mea- I 
{ure the circumference, but to enquire the uſage of lau- * 
guage, and the common acceptation of phraſes. \ 
: Pfiladelplian Magazine, No. IX. p. 380. c 
Will the author, from whom this rule is quoted, pleaſe O 
to favour us with proof, if he be able, that the phraſe 7 
#15 TOUG αάναν TWY GIWYWY, 18 commonly uſed. or that it 15 eTer tc 
uſed, to ſignify any duration leſs than everlaſting? If he q 
cannot, we muſt conclude, from his own premiſes, that the | 
future puniſhment of the wicked will never end. Cl 
I behevs it will be allowed on all hands, that this ſingu- g. 
lar phraſe is not uſed by any of the ancient heathen wri— 8 
ters, nor is it to be ſuppoſed that it ſhould, They being in. 
volved in ignorance, with reſpect to a future ſtate, had no a 
occaſion for a phraſe, fo ſtrongly expreſſive of eternal dura- P! 
tion. Nor is it to be found in the Septuagint. The New te 
Teſtament 1s the only authentic book in which it is uſed ; vy 
and the only book which fully and profeſſedly teaches the 
dottrine of eternal puniſhment. It is theretore the only 
book from which we can learn the meaning of this re- 91 
markable expreſſion. The New Teſtament writers uſe it ol 
twenty times, as the reader will ſee above; and in every or 


place, it clearly denotes everlaſting duration. A moſt con- 1 
vincing proof, ſurely, that thoſe who die in their ſins ſhal! A 
endure everlaſting puniſhment, 

It 
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It is the phraſe „ uſed by the ſa- 
cred writers, when they aſcribe praile and 
glory to the great Creator; and it is un- 
Joubtedly certain, that they do not intend 
to ſignify that he ſhall be praiſed and glo- 
2 for an age, for ages, or for any hunted 
time; but to all eternity. Now, is it to be 
ſuppoſed, that the Holy Spirit would teach 
theſe oy men to ule ſuch language in order 
to expreſs the duration of future miſery, if it 
were not intended to expreſs the eternity of 
that duration? I would venture, with all due 
reſpect to the perſons and abilities of thole 
who oppoſe this doctrine, to enquire, whether 
we know of any language by which the ſa- 
cred writers could have conveyed the idea 
of proper eternity, in a more full and ex- 
preſſive manner, ſuppoſing they had intended 
to convey that idea? If it be granted that we 
do not, as I believe it will; then I further 
enquire, Is it conſiſtent with the character of 
good writers, who wrote for the inſtruction 
of weak and 1gnorant men, to ule the ſtrong 
language on this ſubject, by which they ex- 
— eternity on other ſubjects, unleſs they in- 
tended to convey that idea on this ſubject, as 
well as on others? 

I think it will greatly ſtrengthen the ar- 
gument, and wal 427 the point in hand, to 
obſerve, that this eternal duration of miſery 
only begins after the day of judgment; when 
all the revolutions of time are ended, We are 

taught 
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_—_ this in the chapter where our text lies, 
and in other places, When the dead are 
raiſed, and the judgment paſſed, called em- 
phatically eerna/ judgment“, becauſe it de- 
termines the ſtate of men for ever; then theſe 
wicked perſons hall go away into everlaſting 

unihment ; but the righteous into life' eternal, 
After which we know of no revolutions that 


hall ever take place. 


Though I confine myſelf, in this enquiry, 
to the New Teſtament, becauſe that 15 the 
only book which profeſſedly gives us infor- 
mation on the ſubject, and therefore the only 
book to be examined with reſpect to it; yet 
it may not be improper to obſerve here, that 
fome things are ſaid to be ever/a/ting, or for 
ever, in the Old Teſtament, which are never- 
theleſs limited in their duration. But then, 
 whereſuchepithets denote a limited duration, 
the ſubjetts alſo with which they are connect- 
ed, are evidently limited. This preſerves the 
reader from miſtake. The words for ever, can- 
not in the nature of things, be extended fur- 
ther than the duration of the ſubjects to which 
they relate. But when all thele durations 
{hall be no more, when theſe revolutions are 
all ended, then the awful eternity of puniſh- 
ment begins. The ſubjects of this . do 
not require _ limitation, in the ſenſe of the 
word, by which the duration of their miſery 
is expreſſed. Their fouls are immortal; 


J. Heb. vi. 2. 
then 


9 | 


their guilt can never be removed by their 
ſufferings. They can never have any claim 
of mercy. The God whom they have pro- 
voked, and whole tender mercy th ' abs 
llighted, is alſo immortal. His bei of fin 
can never ceaſe; His power to puniſh it will 
never be diminiſhed. Although the word 
eternal, or everlaſting, therefore, does ſome- 
times, in'the Old Telament. admit of a limited 
duration, from the nature of the ſubject to 
which it relates; yet that can be no proof 
that it ought to be ſo underſtood in the New 
Teſtament, where the ſubjects of it endure for 
ever; and conſequently require no ſuch li- 
mini 1 1a 1 we 
I might further obſerve, that if it could be 
proved, as I apprehend it cannot, for reaſons 
aſſigned before, that the word has alſo a limit- 
ed ſignification in ſome places of the New 
Teſtament; ſuppoſing the quality of the ſub- 
ject to require it; yet that would infer no 
evidence in favour of ſuch a limitation, when 
the word is, applied to the future ſtate of the 
wicked ; becauſe; as we have juſt obſerved, 
in that oaſe, no ſuch limitation is requiſite 
ſrom the nature of the ſubjec . 
IV. Several paſſages; in Which the word * 
before us octurs, will aſſiſt us in the expla- 
nation of it; and, if I miſtake not, will both 
confirm the meaning of the word, and the: 
e one QOI&NTEP 20 HIS rt IT 
1.4008 A The word cn, 207 \ 


truth 
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E } 


truth of the doctrine, for which I am now 
contending. | 7% | 

The jr/# which I {hall here mention, is 
Mark iii. 29. compared with Matt. x11. 91, 32. 
Luke x1. 10. and Ephel. i. 21. Here our 


Saviour informs the Jews, that af = ſhould. 


blaſpheme againſt. the Holy Ghoſt; when 
poured down on his diſciples, as they had re- 
proached and blaſphemed him, that blaſ- 

hemy {hould never be forgiven. The dif- 
— expreſſions of the three: Evangeliſts, 
are worthy of attention. Matthew ſays, this 


ſin” ſhall not be forgtuen him, neither in this 


world, neither in that cubich is to come. The 
ſame expreſſions are uſed by the Apoſtle, 
Epheſ, i. 21. which is the only paſſage in 
which the ſame diſtinction is 3 in the 
lame kind of language; and clearly deter- 
mines the meaning of the — be, 
that he ſtiall neither be forgiven in this, nor 
in a future ſtate. In Luke it is poſitively 
ſaid, this ſin fall nt be forgiuen. In Mark 
it s declared, that he who is guilty. of it 
har neui fungivangſi; but is in danger t, or 
expoſed to, eternal :ddimnations: From theſe 


paſſages compared, it is evident that yever 


to be forgiven in. this world, or that to come, 


walent to ee al damnation, The damned 


18 
ſinner ſhall never be forgive. Conſequently, 


the: word crernal ſi griſies never-ending, . and 


eternal damnation is damnation without end. 
The ſecond paſſage I mention is, 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
8 | The 


JF 
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The things which are ſeen, which are viſihle to 

our mortal eyes, are temporal, They endure 
only for a time. They will come to an end“. 
But the things which are nor ſcen by mortal 
eyes, which belong to a future ſtate, and can 
only be viewed by faith, are eternal. Theſe 
will endure for ever, when temporary things 
are no more. The antitheſis clearly ſhews, 
that 7emporary and eternal things are oppoſite 
to each other, in point of duration: that one 
will have an end; the other will not.----T hat 
the things which endure for a time only, are 
confined to the preſent ſtate ; and thoſe which 
belong to the future ſtate will endure for ever. 
To ſuppole that eternal ſignifies only for a 
time, a limited duration, is evidently to deſtroy 
the force and meaning of the — 7s Ihe 
conſequence muſt therefore be, that eternal, 
when applied to a future ſtate, ſignifies never- 
ending. 

The third paſſage which I adduce for the 
purpoſe of explanation, is our text. The/e 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the 
righteous into life eternal. On which it is ob- 
vious to remark, that our Lord expreſſes the 
eternity of miſery, to which the wicked are 
conſigned, and the eternity of glory, to Which 
che righteous are admitted, by the ſame word, 
at tl ſame time, when the revolutions of 
time are for ever paſt; when nothing is to 
be expected but things inviſible to mortals, 


* WPITK HGH Compare Matt. xi. 21. Mark iv. 17. 
Heb. xu. 25. Gr. x TI, | 


and 
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and eternal in duration, as we have ſeen on 
the laſt paſſage. Our Saviour ſpeaks this, 
when inſtructing his hearers on a ſubject of 
the moſt ſolemn importance, when eve 

thing required that he ſhould uſe the plaineſt 
language, and ſpeak in the moſt clear and 
. manner. If the miſery of the 
wicked, and the felicity of the righteous were 
not of the lame duration, our Saviour could 
not be at a loſs for words to expreſs the dif- 
ference. So far as we can judge, it was necel- 
ſary to expreſs the difference, if a difference 
there be. This is one of the chief places of 
Scripture, in which we are inſtructed in the 
doctrine of future rewards and puniſhments; 
and I think we may ſay, with reverence, that 
ſo far as we mortals are capable of under- 
ſtanding, the veracity and honour of the glo- 
rious Teacher required all diſtinctions to be 
made which were neceſſary, that his hearers 
might fully underſtand him. Nor- does it 
ſeem to me poſſible to conceive a reaſon, 
why Jeſus ſhould uſe the ſame word, on both 
occaſions, unleſs becauſe he meant to teach 
us, that the duration of miſery is equal to the 
duration of glory; that is, both ever/a/ting, 
abſolutely thour end. To ſuggeſt the con- 
trary, is to ſuggeſt, that which inſers a reflec- 
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tion on our bleſſed Saviour, which is too hor- fi 
rid to be named ; but from which I think no 7 
one will ever be able to acquit him. | 
Beſides, on the ſcheme which I here op- 
pole, I cannot ſee how the expreſſions of 517 
2885 | Lor 
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Lord can be made conſiſtent with τπι . The 
contraſt between the ſtate of the wicked, and 
that of the righteous, marked by the adver- 
ſative BUT, clearly conveys the idea, that 
the wicked {hall not enjoy life eternal. Now 
this is not true on ſuppoſition, that after an 
age, or ages, they ſhall be delivered from 
1 and made happy. The revo- 

ution of fifty thouſand years, or fifty thouſand 
times that number, 1s no more than a point, 
compared with eternity. If, after ſuch a re- 
volution of years or ages, the wicked be e- 
ſtored to felicity, the difference of time is a 
mere nothing. I therefore conclude, that if 
our bleſſed Saviour intended to teach us any 
thing by the words before us, he intended to 


inform us, that the duration of future puniſh- 
ment will never come to a period. This is 


moſt certainly the obvious meaning of his 
words; and if he had deſigned to teach us 
otherwiſe, nothing could have been more 
ealy, nor more reaſonably expected, than for 
him to have uſed ſuch language on this ſo- 
lemn occaſion, as would naturally have been 
ſo underitood. Nay, as this is the capital 
term in the ſentence of the Supreme Judge, 
we may venture to lay, with reverence, that 
ſuch perſpicuity was abſolutely requiſite. 

To theſe I venture to add a fourth paſſage, 
for the ſame purpole ; which is John ni. 36. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life ; 
and he that believeth not the Son ſhall not fee Ae - 

D 2 ut 
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but the wrath of God abi leth on him. In this 
text, John the Baptiſt evidently mentions 
two ſtates, directly oppoſite to each other; 
that of the believer and unbeliever. The true 
believer has everlaſting life. He is now poſ- 
ſelled of divine life, and is entitled to the 
everlaſting enjoyment of it. The unbelie ver, 
on the other hand, hall not ſee /ife ; that is, he 
ſhall not enjoy it. It is obſervable, that the 
Baptiſt ſpeaks of not believing, in the preſent 
time; but of the miſery of the unbeliever in 
the 2 The connection and deſign of 
his diſcourſe require us to underſtand him, as 
if he had ſaid, © He who does not nw, in 
this world, believe on the Son of God, {hall 
never enjoy life hereafter.” The expreſſions, 
therefore, plainly prove, that thoſe who die 
in unbelief, ſhall never be reſtored to divine 
favour ;---that the word ever/a/tng, as referring 
to a future ſtate, 1s expreſſive of never-ending 
duration---and conſequently, that the future 
puniſhment of the wicked ſhall never have an 
end. I am hereby led to obſerve, 

V. That the never-ending duration of fu- 
ture puniſhment, is clearly collected from all 
thoſe general expreſſions, by which we are 
informed, that the unconverted, the unrigh- 
teous, or ungodly, ſhall not ſee life ; ſhall not 
lee the kingdom of God, and ſo on. Every 
one who reads the New Teſtament, knows 
that theſe expreſſions are numerous and va- 
rious. I need not particularly repeat the 

| words ; 
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words *; but they cannot be true, if it be 
the deſign of God to deliver the wicked from 
their miſery, and reſtore them to happanels, 
after ey ons been puniſhed for a ſeaſon. 
It is evident to every impartial reader, that 
thele are many of them threatenings and 
cautions ; and that moſt, if not all theſe paſ- 
ſages, are deſigned to warn and alarm man- 
kind, by aſſuring them, that if they be not 
converted in this world, they cannot be hap- 
py in the next. Nor do they give the leaſt 
intimation of ſuffering for a while, and of 
then being ſet at liberty; but moſt clearly and 
ſtrongly imply and aſſert the contrary ; b 
declaring in the moſt poſitive, voce], 
and unreſtrained language, that ſuch perſons 
ſhall not enter into the kingdom of God. If the 
lacred writers meant to = that the wicked 
{hall ee God, and ſhall enter 277 his k:1gdom, 
after a ſeries of ſufferings; or if they meant 
that their language ſhould be ſo interpreted, 
how could they expreſs themſelves in a man- 
ner which ets leads the reader, and 
which, in fact, led the — of readers 
to believe the contrary ! 

Vl. It is evidently implied, that the wicked 
| ſhall never be reſtored to happineſs, in all 
thole paſſages which promiſe eternal life as 


*The reader will conſult Matt. xviii. g. John iii. 3, 36. 
1 Cor. vi. 8, 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Epheſ. v. 5. and 


many others. 
the 
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the peculiar portion of thoſe who beheve in 
Chriſt, who overcome, who endure to the end, 
and ſo on. Thele promiſes clearly imply 
the excluſion of others from the kingdom of 
heaven, and everlaſting happineſs ; otherwiſe 
their meaning and force is loſt. But on the 
{cheme which I here oppole, the moſt aban- 
doned ſinner, the vileſt apoſtate, is no more 
excluded from- heaven, than the moſt emi- 
nent ſaint ; only, he {hall not be admitted to 
heaven quite ſo ſoon. This is not only fo- 
reign, but directly oppoſite to all the ſcrip- 
tures which ſpeak this language. 

VII. The ever/a/ting duration of future pu- 
niſhment is clearly ſuppoſed in thoſe ſcrip— 
tures which {peak of the miſerable condition 
of ſome notorious ſinners. I particularly 
mention here the caſe of thoſe who commit 
the unpardonable ſin, and the cale of Judas 
Iſcariot. The former has been adduced be- 
fore, and for a purpole ſomewhat different. 
I only now wiſh you to conſider the paſſages 
referred to, Matt. xv. 32. Mar. iii. 29. Luk. 
x11. 10. and judge for yourſelves, whether 
they do or do not teach the doctrine of ever- 
laſting future puniſhment. 

Conſider allo the woe denounced againſt 
Judas Iſcariot, Woe to that man by whom the 


See John iii. 14, 15, 16, g6—v, 24-—vi. 40—Rom. 
tures, 
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fon of man is betrayed. It were good for that 

man if he had not been born*. Whatever eva- 

ſions be made uſe of to ſerve a turn, I cannot 
but think that every unprejudiced reader 
muſt underſtand theſe words as ſignifying, 
that © 1t had been good for Judas if he had 
never exiſted t.“ But with what appearance 
of truth could this be aflerted, if, at any fu- 
ture period, Judas ſhall be dehvered trom 
his pumſhment ? Ten thouſand ages are no 
more than a point compared with eternity. 

If therefore Judas, or any other ſinner, ſhould 

ſuffer in hell ten thouſand myriads of ages, 

and then be reſtored to divine favour, and 

made happy eternally, it would be infinitely 

better for him to have had exiſtence, than 

not to have exiſted. This expreſſion, there- 
fore, cannot be true, on the principle of uni- 
verſal reſtoration, in the ſenſe in which we 
here oppole it. 

Nor can theſe words of our Saviour be 
with any propriety compared with thole of 
Job and Jeremiah, when in a fit of ſinful im- 
patience, they execrated the day of their 


* Matt. xxvi. 24— Mar. xiv. 21. 

+ See Hammond, Whitby, Doddridge, and the com- 
mentators in general, on the place. Simpliciter dittum eſt, 
multo melius eſſe non ſubſiſtere, quam male ſubſiſtere. * x 
Hieron. Apud Polum in Loc. The critics have ſhewn that F. 
ſimilar expreſſions were uſed to ſignify che ſame, both by ; 
the Jewiſh Rabbins and Heathen writers, See Poole's 4 
Synopſis, Wolfius, and Wallzus, in Loc. " 
birth : 1 


— 32 J 
birth“. Our Lord, who could not ſpeak in- 
aAuiſcaly with his lip, in a deliberate and ſo- 
lemn manner, informs his diſciples what 
would certainly be the unhappy 7 of the 
man who ſhould betray him. Suppoling Judas 
and other ſinners, after a period of ot Loc 
to be reſtored to divine favour and happi- 
nels; how ſhall we find either ſenſe or truth 
in this and many other paſſages? But ſup- 
poſing the doctrine of everlaſting puniſhment 
to be the truth, which is the expreſs doctrine 
of {cripture, then this, and many other ex- 
reſſions, are all good ſenſe, clear, ealy, 
na, and full of importance to every 
reader. 
VIII. When our Saviour ſpeaks of the 
torments of hell, he uſes phraſes which are, 


at leaſt, equivalent to poſitive aſſertions, that 


theſe torments {hall never end. Such phraſes 
he uſes five times in one chapter, as his ſer- 
vant John the Baptiſt had done before himt. 
Ther worm, he ſays, dieth not, and their fire is 
not quenched; and never ſhall be quenched. To 
whatſoever our Saviour may aud in uſing 
the terms worm and fire, it is evident he in- 
tends, by theſe terms, the means or inſtru- 
ments of that miſery which the wicked muſt 
endure hereafter, I apprehend that no man 
will deny this. It 1s obſervable too, that he 


+ Job. iii. g—Jer, xv. 10—xx. 14. | . 
* Mar. ix. 43, 44, 45, 40, 48.—Compare Matt. iii. 12. 
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does not merely ſay h worm, but heir worm; 
the worm by which the ſinner is tormented 
in hell. Nov if their guilty reflections, their 
pangs and horrors ſhall never end, is it not 
equal to ſaying: they ſhall be eve Hingly tor- 
mented? Does not the natural force ot the 
expreſſions require this interpretation? Is 
not this doctrine written on the very face of 
theſe, as well as many other paſſages. 

It is obſervable, that our Saviour uſes a 
very wn ny hr expreſſive. word here, which 
not only hgnifies that the fire of hell is 22. 
quenched, but that it is znguenchable, It can- 
not be extinguiſed. It will never ceaſe to 
burn“. In conformity to which ſtrong epi- 
thet, he poſitively twice aſſerts, that the fire 
only is not quenched, but never ſhall be 
auenchad,.., It allo delerves attention, that in 
the parallel place, Matt. xvin. 8. reſpecting 
the very ſame diſcourſe of our Saviour, ano» 
ther evangeliſt. calls this fire cverlaſti g fire; 
which is an additional proof to thoſe which 
have been before adduced, that, in the lan- 
guage of the New Teſtament, ever/a/ting ſig- 
nifies never-ceaſing ; that anon fire, is fire 
5 "al wh Inextinguibilis, inextinctus, nunguam Hans. 
See Schoetgenius, and all the lexicographers, Si lingua 
hominum pœna finis expers deſcribenda erat, nihil magis 
diſſertum nervoſumque ad expugnandum omnem incredu- 
litatem proferri potuiſſe palam eſt. Non ſolum enim vox 
ab apud antiquiſſimos auttores Græcos, de igne non 
extinfto, ſed etiam de non extinguendo. uſurpatur. Lampe. 
Phil. Theal, Dill. Vol. II. p. 10. 
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that will never be quenched; and conſe- 
5 that the future puniſhment of the 


— y will never end. 
Let every one therefore conſider, that this 
is not a notion or ſpeculation; It is not a 
hint dropped by the bye. It is not a thought 
collected from a ſingle paſſage, or a — 
paſſages of ſcripture, merely by implication. 
But it is an awful and infinitely important 
truth; a plain feripture doctrine, poſitively 
and repeatedly aſſerted, in various forms of 
{peech, un the moſt ſolemn occaſions, when 
every circumſtance required the moſt clear 
and expreſſive language. Let no finner, 
therefore; dare to'trifle with it, or fooliſhly 
to imagine that, if he continue in the practice 
vf fin here, his puniſhment ſhall ſome time 
be over; that it ſhall come to an end. For 
he who could not miſtake, has moſt poſitive- 
ly declared the contrary, x-. 
Suffer not yourſelves, my dear hearers; to 
be deluded with vain hopes of deliverance 
from puniſhment, if you continue in fin. But 
rather, as this hne is the accepted times; as 
this, and this only is the day of Jalvation,” let 
every ſinner now "Fen the word of the Lord 
and attend to it. I call you, my friends, in 
the name of your Maker and your Judge, jy 
now for refuge lo lay bold on the hope jet before yort. 
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Chriſt is your refuge, and he alone. It is he, 
and he only, that can de/tver you from the 
wrath to come There ts not ſalvation in any 
other T. But remember, finners, there ib no 
time to delay. Life is ſhort, and all your 
preſent opportunities will ſoon be taken from 
you. Death is near. How near, God only 
nows, The prelent day may be your laſt, 
There is no wiſdom, nor knowledge, nor 
work, nor device in the grave, to which you 
are all haſtening 1. Seel the Lord, then, 
while he may be found : call ye upon him, while 
he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him 
turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him &, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
Conſider the obſervations that have been 
made; conſider the New Teſtament as the 
only book in which the great God profeſſed- 
ly and fully teaches man the doctrine of fu- 
ture puniſhment. Conſider how uniform the 
language of this glorious infallible book is, 
with reſpect to the duration of that puniſh- 
ment. Conſider how plainly, how — — 
how frequently, the ezernty of future puniſh- 
ment is there aſſerted. Then . your 
reaſon, appeal to your conſciences, aſk your- 
ſelves in a deliberate moment, © Is it pro- 
bable, is it credible, that ſuch a book, for fuch 
a purpoſe, by ſuch an author, would addreſs 


* x1 Theſl. i. 10. + Acts iv. 12. 
4 Eccleſ. ix. 10. h Iſaiah lv. 6, 7. * 
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mankind in ſuch a ſtyle, if it were not the 
deſign of it to leave — on the heart of 
every reader, this awful, yet incontrovertible 
truth : © The puniſhment of thoſe who die in 
in fin will be eve-/z/ing puniſhment *.“ 
Objjections, it is readily granted, can be 
made againſt this plain truth. Objections 
have been made againſt every truth contain- 
ed in the Bible; yea, againſt the divine au- 
It has been lately ſuggeſted, that “ the word ah 
which, in our text, is rendered punſment, does not ugnity 
Homies, but correction: and correction is not ſuppoſed to 
e everlaſting.” This 1s one evidence, among many, of 
the diſadvantages under which perſons labour, who unhap- 
pily imbibe notions contrary to the tenor of Scripture.. . . 
o render the word , correction, would be to deſtroy 
the contraſt, and enervate the force of our Saviour's decla- 
ration in the text.... The proof of the eternity of future 
miſery, ariſing from this text, does not however depend on 
the meaning of the word une, but of the word awnc, 
which has been already examined.----T he ward z-Azo; O- 
curs only twice in the New Teſtament ; in our text, and in 
1 John iv. 18, where it is rendered torment.----The New 
Teſtament, therefore, gives no countenance to this cri- 
ticiſm ; and the evidence in favour of the everlaſting du- 
ration of future puniſhment, does not ariſe from criticiſms 
on one or two. Greek words. It is a doctrine of plain truth, 
written on the very face of the, New Teſtament. The verb 
from which the word «:2a4; is derived, is only uſed twice in 
the New Teſtament (Acts iv. 2 1. 2 Pet. ii. g.) in both which 
paſſages, it clearly ſignifies to pumſh; and is fo tranſlated : 
and I believe this ſigniſication of the word is corroborated 
by Hor other paſſage, which ſpeaks of the miſery to which 
the wicked will be hereafter conſigned. I think it will be 
tound, on examination, that none of theſe pallages repreſent 
that miſery as a mere correction; but as a proper puniſh- 
ment. r 
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thority of the Scriptures themſelves; and 
even againſt the. exiſtence of God, the glo- 
rious Author of them. But all nature proves 
the exiſtence of Deity; and the evidences in 
favour of the Divinity of Scripture, are very 
numerous, and perfectly irreſiſtible.— -If the 
Scriptures aſſert any thing, they molt poſitive- 
ly and frequently aſſert the never-ending pu- 
niſhment of choſe who die in an unconverted 
ſtate; and thoſe who chuſe to affert the con- 
trary, muſt be left to anſwer for their con- 
duct to the great Author of Scripture. In 
the mean time, I earneſtly entreat you, my 
friends, to take care that you be not led away 
by a wild fancy, from the plain and poſitive 
teſtimony of God. Revyerence his holy 
word, as a proot of your reverence of him ; 
and take heed that you be not decerved. 

If what has been ſaid is true, of which, af- 
ter a deliberate review of the controverſy, I, 
for mylelf, am fully perſuaded, then the ob- 
jections made againſt it, muſt fall to the 
ground. It is indeed my buſineſs, and 


that of every faithful miniſter, to obviate 


theſe, and every other objection againſt the 
expreſs declarations of our God and Sa- 
viour, on every proper occaſion. But a 
formal refutation of them, in a controverſial 
manner, appears to me not to be the proper 
work of the pulpit. I ſhall not, therefore, 
preſume ſo far on your patience, at this time, 
as to call your attention to a ſubject ſo dry 
and unprofitable. I may 


1 


* may, be allowed, however, before we 
conclude, to mention that objettion which 
relates to the eguity of the divine proceedings. 
It has been ſuppoſed to be © unreaſonable 
and inconſiſtent with juſtice, to puniſh ſin- 
ners eternally for the crimes committed in 
this life.” Gn which I beg leave to propoſe 
a few queries, and leave you to conſider them, 
and to allow them as much place and weight 
in your minds, as you apprehend they de. 
dein Lo . * 
Will choſe who allege this argument, if 
it muſt have the name of an argument, aſſert, 
that we are competent judges in the caſe? 
Can any of us determine, what degree or du- 
ration of puniſhment a life of rebellion againſt 
God juſtly deſerves ? Rats 
Have the abettors of this objection ſuf- 
| ficiently conſidered, and are they able ſatiſ- 
factorily to anſwer a common argument 
which ariſes, from an approved method of 
determining the turpitude of crimes ?- Men 
uſually conſider „ee as encreaſing in 
their malignity, in proportion to the dignit 
of him who is offended. To ſtrike an — 1 
is criminal. To ſtrike a ſuperior, is more 
criminal. But to ſtrike a King, is conſidered gl 
as a crime of {till greater magnitude, in pro- | 75 
portion to his ſuperior dignity. Now, if the fot 


malignity of a crime be proportioned to the | 
dignity, of the perſon affronted, it will follow | 


that an offence committed againſt God is a 
| crime 


3 
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crime of infinite magnitude, becauſe he is a 
being of infinite majeſty and perfection. 
Every crime juſtly demerits puniſhment, pro- 
portioned to its malignity; and conſequently 
every offence againſt God, demerits infinite 
PE No mere creature can ever 
uffer an infinity of puniſhment in any limit- 
ed duration. It follows therefore, that a 
ſinner deſerves to be eternally puniſhed. 
PFiurther; every man is under infinite obli- 
gations to devote himſelf wholly to the ſer- 
vice of God, his infinitely 3 creator, 
reſerver, and benefactor. To violate an in- 
nite obligation, is to commit a crime of in- 
finite malignity. A crime of infinite malig- 
nity, deſerves infinite puntſhment. Can it 
ever be proved then, that everlaſting pumſh- 
ment is not the proper deſert of a life of ſinꝰ 
It is eaſy to ſneer at any thing, if we are but 
ofane enough ſo to treat ſacred truth. But 
apprehend that this argument, trite and 
common as it is, never Was, nor ever will be 
fairly anſwered. 3 b frat Eon 
Jo be a little more particular. Have any 
of you fully conſidered the majeſty, the 
I glory, and all the perſections of that God 
againſt whom all {in is committed ? Can yo 
nd out the Almighty: to prrfettion 2 He has 
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on every account, a quit' aut Over 
man. has a right to demand the ſer- 
vice of every power and faculty —_ of 
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ſoul and body. Every kind and every de- 
Keef of ſin is rebellion againſt him, as the 
Ruler of the univerſme 1 
Have you fully conſidered the filthineſs of 
all fin, and the miſchief that is done by it? 
How has it ſpoiled all the creation of God, 
wherever it has extended its baneful in- 
fluence. Take a ſurvey of this miſerable 
world. View the diſorders and diſtreſſes of 
nations, of families, of individuals. Sin is 
the cauſe of them all. Can any thing be 
more hateful to a ann God; who'ercated all 
u 


things hes ch a:deftroying mon. 
ſter? Should any of us unhappily continue 


our league with this deſtroyer (as every ſin- 
ner does), to the end of life, ſhrall we be able 
to ſtand at his bar, and bold hy declare, that 
we do not deſerve everlaſting puniſhmentꝰ 
Ahe fouls of men are of inex preſſible dig- 
nity and worth; immortal in their duration; 
made in the:1mage of God zu and capable of 
the keeneſt ſenſations of anguiſſi, and of the 
moſt ſublime delights. We are taught the 
value of them, in the molt ſtriking manher, 
by the condeſcenſion and agonies of the Son 
of God, Who laid down His life for them. 
Had the ſouls of men continued as God crea- 
ted them, they had continued happy in 
communion with their Maker. But ſin has 
ſeparated the ſoul from God, and filled it 
with guilt, fear, and every moral diforder. 


Sin 
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Sin has polluted and ruined this noble part 
of divine workmanſhip; and every repetition 
of it encreaſes this a \-onag and plunges the 
ſoul deeper and deeper into ruin. How 
loathſome, how vile, how deteſtable then, muſt 
every {inner be, in the eyes of him who is of 
purer eyes than to behold myuty! Eſpecially, 

wabominable muſl every incorrigible tranſ- 


greſſor appear, to a God of immaculate pu- 


rity, at the laſt day ! The ſinner has been all 
his life polluting and defacing the image of 
him that made — Will any one dare to 


ſay, that ſuch a rebel does not deſerve eternal 


baniſhment from the divine preſence? Will 
any one ſay, that ſuch a rebel does not de- 
ſerve to lie for ever under the guilt which he 
has contracted ? 

Reflect on the unſpeakable miſchief that 
ſinners do, by polluting and hardening one 
another, both by advice and example; and 
that in all the connections of life. How 
dreadfully do ſinful huſbands, wives, fathers, 
children, fellow- ſervants, partners in trade, 
literary correſpondents, infect one another, 


and ſtrengthen the hands of thoſe with whom 
they are intimate, in the cauſe of Satan, in 


neglett of God, or enmity againſt him ! 


Every oath, every lie, every fooliſh jeſt, or 
proſane ſpeech; every inſtance of flight re- 


- ub the name, the day, the truth, the or- 
inances of God, ſo far as it operates on an- 
other, has this awful tendency. Ever 


inſtance of pride, of wrath, of covetuouſneſs, 


or 
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or any other carnal temper, has a natural 
tendency to excite, or to encourage the ſame, 
or fimilar iniquities in thoſe with whom we 
are e or with whom we are con- 


verſant. In this manner the wrath of a 2 


God is provoked, and he beholds, with ju 
abhorrence, the creatures of his hand, wil- 
fully poiſoning, and in the worſt ſenſe, de- 
ſtroying one another. Now are you ſure, 
my friends, will you aſſert it on a dying bed, 
will you aſſert it at the tribunal of the great 
hovah, that a life of ſuch iniquity as this, 
oes not deſerve everlaſting puniſhment? 
Conſider the number, — various kinds of 
ſins of which the unconverted perſon is guil- 
ty, through his whole life. What is the only 
| teſt of good and evil? The only teſt is the 
law of God. This law juſtly requires, that 
we all love our Maker, with all our hear, 
minds, fouls, and ſtrength ; and that we /ove our 
neighbours as ourſelves. Every deviation from 
this is iniquity before God. Conſider the va- 
rious and numerous deſires, tempers, thoughts, 
ſpeeches, and actions, which are contrary to 
this plain and righteous /e every day and 
every hour! How much it is neglected, as if 
it had no exiſtence! May I not ſay reſented 
by the heart of the ſinner, as if it were the 
doctrine of devils? Can you prove that — 


duration of puniſhment is longer than ſuch 


enormities deſerve? 


Conſider the ſparing mercy of God, and 
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the favours which he is continually beſtow- 
ing on ſinuers, in the practice of all this va- 
rious wickedneſs. Favours, which, if con- 
ſidered as they ought to be, are ſufficient to 
melt the obdurate heart, to fill the mind with 
gratitude, and to lead the ſinner to repent- 
ance *. Yet, in the midſt of all theſe mercies, 
the ſinner continues to tranſgreſs the divine 
law, and to ſlight the overtures of mercy ex- 
hibited in the goſpel. Tell me, if you are 
able, what ſuch ſinners deſerve. 

Conſider how ſolemnly the Almighty pro- 
teſts, that he zs not willing that finners ſhould 
periſh; and with what earneſtneſs he invites 
them to turm to him, and live, throughout his 
bleſſed word. How he threatens, promiſes, 
encourages, expoſtulates, to awaken ſinners, 
and to bring them to the arms of his mercy ! 
Is it unjuſt in God, when all theſe invitations, 
entreaties, and expoſtulations are treated 
with diſregard, and even with inſult, to pu- 
niſh the obſtinate wretches for ever and ever ? 

Conſider the wonderful proviſion which 
God has made for ſinful man, by the death of 
his Son! He has laid upon him the iniquity of us 
a. In this great tranſaction, we behold an 
inſtance of love and compaſſion, tranſcending 
all expreſſion, and all conception. The Son 
of God bears the fins of men in hit own body on 


the trer I. Hereby every bleſſing is procured; 


Rom. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 9. Rev. ii. 2 1. 
+ Ifaiah i. 2. Iſaiah iii. 6, 1 Pet. i. 24, 
F 2 and 
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and in conſequence of this, every bleſſing is 
exhibited in the goſpel, to make ſinners hap- 
; with the bl poſitive declarations from 
God himſelf, that none who come to him 
in this glorious, new, and living way, ſhall 
eriſh; but that all who thus come to him 
y his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall moſt. aſſuredly 
live for ever. Now when all this aſtoniſhing 
love is ſlighted, when all this glorious diſplay 
of mercy 1s trampled under foot, can you 
prove that ſinners who reg/ett this great ſat- 
vation, do not delerve everlaſting puniſhment ? 
In a word, conſider my dear hearers, that 
the obſtinate ſinner rejects an ever/aſting hea- 
ven, the everlaſiing enjoyment of God, and of 
all that is truly good; to which he is earneſt- 
ly and repeatedly invited by God himſelf, 
Now when a finner thus voluntarily * refuſes 
21] l l an 


- # From the doctrine of the eternity of future puniſh- 
tment, compared with all thoſe rome demonſtrations of 
he divine holineſs and goodneſs, which are contained in 
Scripture, eſpecially when taken in compariſon with all the 
ſolemn proteſtations, with which God charges the milery 
of ſinners upon themſelves, we may infer a very convincing 
additional argument in favour of the natural liberty of the 
zwll, beyond what the light of nature will afford. For that 
ſuch a being, who is laid not to tempt any one, and even 

ſwears that he deferes not the death of a ſinner, ſhould irre- 
ſiſtibly determine millions to the commiſſion of every ſin- 
ful — of cheir lives; and then, with all the pomp and 


paß of a univerſal judgment, condemn them to eter- 
nal miſery, on account of thoſe actions, that hereby he may 
promote the happineſs of others, who are, or ſhall be ir- 

reſiſtibly 
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an eternal heaven, will any one deliberately 
undertake to prove, that he does not deſerve 
an eternal hel. 
On theſe topics we might dilate, if time 
-would permit, and, I think, we might, fairly 
prove, from each of them, and more elpe- 
cially from thern all taken together, that ſo 
far as we ignorant mortals are capable of 
Judging, there is nothing inconſiſtent with 
divine juſtice in the eternity of future puniſh- 
ments. But in this, and in all other caſes, 
God 1s Judge himſelf. His ways mult be equi- 
table, whether we can diſcern the equity of 
them, or no. Here we ought to 9 and 


to believe him who hath ſaid, that tbe wicked 


ſhall go away into everlaſting Pu)iſhment. No— 
thing can be more certain than this, for he 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

Let every one, therefore, take home to 
himſelf this alarming declaration; and eu- 
amine what is the ſtate of his immortal ſoul. 
Are you, my friends, or are you not, truly 
converted to God? Do you. indeed repent 
of all your fins ? Are you brought to ſee the 
evil, and feel the guilt of them? and have 
you, by grace, been brought to abhor them? 


o you turn from them with all your heart? 


Is your confidence placed on Jeſus Chriſt 


reſiſtibly determined to virtue in the like manner, is, of all 


incredible things, to me the moſt incredible. Hence moſt 


who have held the dottrine of neceſſity, have denied the 
eternity of future miſery.“ 
Doddridge's Lectures, p. 572. 


alone ? 
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alone? Are you made ſenſible of the utter 
inſufficiency of all human righteouſneſs to 
—— ou to God ? Do you believe in 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt ? Do you cordially and 
thankfully live by faith in him, as your righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength ? Does gratitude for 
ſuch a Saviour, operate in your minds ? and 
does your faith work by love? Is 1t the great 
object of your wiſhes to walk before God, 
in all bit ordinances, and in all his commandments, 
blameleſs. If you are thus purified by faith, 
thus renewed to holineſs, you need not fear 
the damnation of hell. The Saviour, in whom 
you truſt, has engaged in your behalf, that 
you ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
Praiſe him for what has been done for you, 
and truſt him for what he has promiſed. 
Go on, in his name and ſtrength ; keep near 
to your everlaſting friend; and you ſhall 
certainly, in due time, ſee the full /2/vatron of 
God. When that tremendous day commen- 
ces, that the openly profane ſinner, and the 
merely formal, and the hypocritical profeſ- 
for, with all apoſtates, /ha// go into everlaſting 
puniſhment, you, with all the 2 rightevus, 
ſhall go into life eternal. You ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, {faac, and Jacob, and all the 
Prophets am Apoſtles in the kingdom of God; 
and ſo ſhall you ever be with the Lord, That 
this may be the happineſs of every one of 
you, God of his infinite mercy grant for the 
1555 Jeſus ſake! Amen. 


I S. 
8 Pp JN 1 48 ö 
1 


6 DE 7] | 


j 


\'/7 _— 
\ VL .S N 


Publiſhed, by the ſame Author, 


1. Tux Neceſſity of ſearching the Scriptures: with- 
Directions. A Sermon. 2d. 


II. The Faithful and Wiſe Steward. A Sermon, ad- 
dreſſed to young Miniſters at an Aſſociation. 6d, 


III. The Mourning Parent comforted, The Subſtance 
of two Sermons, occaſioned by the Death of two of the 
Author's Children. 4d. 


IV. The Scriptural Account of the Way of Salvation; 


in two Parts. 18. 


V. Fundamentals of Religion in Faith and Praktice. 
The Subſtance of Fifty Sermons. Zs. 


VI. The Duty of Goſpel Miniſters explained and en- 
forced, at an Ordination; with a Diſcourt: to the People, 
by the Rev. Mr. Tuourso, of Boſton. And an Ap- 

adix, reſpecting Church Fellowſhip ; extracted and tranſ- 
ated from Dr. Au ks. 1s. 


VII. An humble Eſſay on Chriſtian Baptiſm ; in which 
the Meaning of the Original Word, the Cuſtoms of the 
Jews, and the Sentiments of the Antient Fathers reſpect- 
ng that Ordinance, are impartially confidered. The Second 

dition. With two Letters to the Rev. Dr. ADDiNG- 
TON, on the Subjects and Mode of Baptiſm. 1s. 

N. B. The Letters to Dr. AnDix rox, may be had 
ſeparate. gd. | 


VIII. The Conſiſtent Chriſtian. The Subſtance of 
Five \ Sermons. 1s. 


IX. Our Saviour's Commiſſion explained and improved. 
A Sermon on Matt. xxviti. 19, 20. 4d. 


X. ScCRUTATOR's Query, reſpecting the Extent of our 
c. id. : 


bleſſed Saviour's Death, Repropoled, 


XI. ScCRUTATOR to RESPONSOR,; or, an Introduc- 
tion to a further Proof (if need be), that Jeſus Chriſt laid 
down his Life for the Sins of all Mankind. In two Let- 
ters to RxsPONSOR, with a ſhort Letter to CONSIDER A- 
TOR. The Second Edition. 2d. | 


XII. Scripture Directions and Encouragements - for 
Feeble Chriſtians. Third Edition. 2d. 


XIII. Rules and Obſervations for the Enjoyment of 
Health. Extracted from Dr. CHEYNE. 2d. 


XIV. Candidus examined with Candour, On Free 
Commumon. 2d. ky 


XV. A Practical Improvement of the Divinity and 
Atonement of Jeſus, attempted in Verſe. 1d. 


XVI. A Catechiſm ; or Inſtructions for Children and 
Youth. Third Edition. gd: 


XVII. Wen nem and Profit united. Eaſy Verſes 


on the chief 57 * of Chriſtianity; for Children and 
Youth, Third Edition. id. F h 


XVIII. Obſervations on the Rev. Mr. FuLLER“'s late 
Pamphlet, entitled, © The Goſpel of Chriſt worthy of all 
Acceptation.” In Nine Letters to a Friend. gd. 


XIX. The Stroke of Death, practically improved. A 
Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Sus AN NA BIRLEY, late Wife 
of the Rev. Mr. BIRLEx, of St. Ives, Huntingdonſhire. 
To which is prefixed the Speech delivered at her Inter- 
ment, by the Rev. Mr. RoBINSON, of Cambridge. gd. 


XX. An Eſſay on the right Uſe ot Earthly Treaſure, 
in Three Letters to a Friend. Second Edition. ad. 


XXI. A Charge and Sermon, together with a Con- 


feſſion of Faith, delivered at the Ordination of the Rev. 


Mr. GEORGE B1KLEy, on Wedneſday, October 18, 1786, 
— St. Ives, Huntingdonſhire. The Charge, by D. TAv- 


LOR, of London; the Sermon, by R. RoBinsoN, of 


F 


Cambridge. 18. 


„ mY 


XXII. A Charge and Sermon, delivered at the Ordi. 
nation of the Rev. Mr. JohN DEAcon, on Wedneſday, 
April 26, 1786, at Leiceſter ; together with the Introduc. 
mw Diſcourſe, the Queſtions propoſed to the Church, 
and the Miniſter, the Anſwers returned, and Mr. Dx A- 
coN's Profeſſion of Faith. The Introductory Diſcourſe, 
and Charge, by D. TA Lok, of London; the Sermon by 
W. TrHomPsON, of Boſton. 18. 6d. 


XXIII. A Diſſertation on Singing in the Worſhip of 
God; interſperſed with occaſional Strictures on the Rev. 
Mr. Bovyce's late Tract, entitled, Serious Thoughts on 
the preſent Mode and Practice of Singing in the Public 
Worſhip of God. 6d, 


XXIV. Obſervations on the Rev. Mr. Ax DREwW 
FuLLER's Reply to PHILANTHROPOs, or a further At- 
tempt to prove, that the univerſal Invitations of the Goſpel, 
are founded on the Univerſality of Divine Love, and the 
Death of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Propiciation for the Sins of 
the whole World. In Thirteen Letters to a Friend. Se- 


cond Edition. is. 


XXV. A Second Diſſertation on Singing in the Wor- 
ſhip of God; introduced with Two Letters to the Rev. 
Mr. GIIBERT Bock, in Defence of the former Diſ- 


ſertation on that Subject. 6d. 


* 
— . — — = 


S M oP & 


Page 24. line 24. for thah, read hath. 
29. 24. for ed, read has led. 
33. 17. for only, read not only. 
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